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Science – 8th Grade

Course Description

The Utah Board of Education recently adopted new Science and Engineering Standards for grades 6, 7 and 8 to be implemented statewide in 2017. The new SEEd standards are designed to promote 3-dimensional teaching and learning. Subject-specific content includes the cycling of matter and the flow of energy through the study of observable phenomena. Crosscutting Concepts are concepts that are repeatedly used to explain scientific phenomena, and are used here to help students make connections across all domains of science. For example, Energy and Matter is a crosscutting concept that students will encounter in earth science, chemistry, biology, and physics. Science and Engineering Practices are the behaviors students use to investigate (science) and find solutions (engineering) in the world around them. One example of a science practice is planning and carrying out an experiment. For more information: https://schools.utah.gov/file/281cd8c6-6db0-4945-8290-28098002f254
Course Goals and Objectives

The goal of this course is for students to develop expertise in using the appropriate practices (outlined below) to conduct their investigations, support their learning, and demonstrate their understanding. 

· Ask questions and define problems 

· Develop and use models 

· Plan and carry out investigations
· Analyze and interpret data
· Use mathematics and computational thinking
· Construct explanations and design solutions 
· Engage in argument from evidence
· Obtain, evaluate, and communicate information

Course Materials 

Students are expected to bring paper, pencils, their SLCSE Planner, Science Journal and Math Toolbox to class every day. While cell phones have become an integral part of our lives, I presently have no plans to integrate them into my classroom. Students should keep their phones in their lockers or turn them in to their 1st period teacher (either myself or Mrs Crim) who will safeguard the phone and return it to them at the end of the day.
Format and Procedures

To accommodate an array of learning styles, students will interact with the content through reading, writing, research projects, model building, experiments, presentations, field trips and group activities. 
Field Trips

At SLCSE we believe that learning experiences outside of the classroom are a valuable piece of your child’s education. We have two types of field trips at SLCSE: Essential: those that build on the curriculum being taught in the classroom and Enrichment: those that are not directly related to the curriculum being taught but provide valuable and enriching experiences. Only students in good academic standing in all classes will be invited to attend the enrichment field trips, students with lower grades will stay at school and use the opportunity to make up work. 

Course Requirements
Participate: Ask questions. Give and receive feedback. Stay curious and explore. Come to school every day and be on time for class. Be prepared to work hard. Complete assignments. Do your best. Adopt a growth mindset. Support our learning community.
Homework: There will be one project assigned each quarter that is to be completed at home or in Homework Hall. These assignments are an opportunity for your student to build time management skills and perserverance, and to extend their learning beyond the classroom setting.

	
	Mid-term Check-In
	Due Date

	Project One
	September 15
	October 18

	Project Two
	December 1
	January 12

	Project Three
	February 20
	March 16

	Project Four
	April 23
	June 1


Students will be given detailed instructions for each project at the beginning of each quarter. 

Absences: Please make attendance a priority, help your child maintain daily routines, don’t let your child stay home unless truly sick. It is the student’s responsibility to ask for and make up any missed work. Students have two days for each day they are absent to make up work.

Grading Procedures 

Grades are based on the following: 
Mastery of science content (accuracy of answers) 
Class participation. 
Work completion
Quality of work.
I individualize assignments as needed as well as take into consideration student strengths and weaknesses. I have high expectations for all of my students and my goal is to help them find their personal best. 
I do not accept late work however students may retake any test, or redo any assignment, if they want to improve a grade.  They will have one week after the test, or the assignment was due, to do this.
Grades will be updated on the computer every two weeks and parents can access their students’ grade via the district website https://powerschool.slcschools.org/public/home.html. 
I look forward to getting to know you and your student this year. I check my email and phone messages at the end of the day. I am available on Wednesdays and Fridays after school if you need to meet with me. I will communicate reminders and updates through the Remind App. Please visit the following website to sign up https://www.remind.com/join/8faage
I understand the above disclosure and agree to the terms 
Student name 
____________________________________________________  


Parent name(s)____________________________________________________

Parent signature ____________________________________________________

I would like you to know the following about my student

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

There will be a 10% deduction in grade for each date a project is late








